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RESTORING, PRESERVING, “GREENING” NEWPORTERS
HoNORED BY RESTORATION FOUNDATION

Board members,
preservationists, officials,
and guests attended the third
annual Doris Duke

Historic Preservation
Awards awards, a French-
inspired, black, white and
red-themed evening held
under a tent at Doris Duke’s
former home, Rough Point in
September. The ceremony
recognized two projects for
achievement, one private,
one commerical. which have
contributed significantly to
the historic streetscapes of Newport.

Pieter Roos, Kelly Clemens, Tripp

Clemens, Architect David Hacin and

Paige Bronk, City of Newport
(presenting the award)

preserving old buildings and cities.

"Both projects demonstrate
how the preservation of one
building can contribute
greatly to the streetscape,
whether by maintaining
(through identical
reconstruction) its historic
character, as in the Redwood
Hose 8 firehouse, or by
enhancing the aesthetics of a

The tent on the lawn at Rough Point

Clint and Kelly Clemens were
honored for their faithful
reconstruction of Hose Station 8, a
historic firehouse in the Historic
Hill neighborhood, and The
International Yacht Restoration
School (IYRS) was selected for its
masterful adaptive reuse of the
historic industrial Aquidneck Mill
on Lower Thames Street.

Edward Sanderson, Executive
Director of the Rhode Island
Historic Preservation & Heritage
Commission, spoke on the efficacy
and positive economic return of
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major thoroughfare with
facade and landscaping
improvements, as
demonstrated by IYRS,"
commented Pieter N.
Roos, executive director of
the Newport Restoration
Foundation. Originally
planned as a restoration
project, the Hose Station 8
project turned out to be a
much larger undertaking.
Halfway through restoration
work, it was determined that
the original beach-sand mortar securing the brick sidewalls had
deteriorated to the point of structural unsoundness requiring demolition.
The Clemens’ then made the remarkable decision to reconstruct the entire
building using the original bricks, faithfully replicating the building's
historic exterior appearance to within inches of the original. The firehouse
reconstruction also provided the opportunity to use "green" and sustainable
materials and technologies, allowing the building to function efficiently into
the future. Kelly and her son Tripp Clemens accepted the award with
architect David Hacin. Clint Clemens was out of town on business.

=

Paige Bronk, Pieter Roos, TerryN

The International Yacht
Restoration School's
transformation of Aquidneck
Mill is an outstanding
example of how viable
commercial space can be
created within a historic
space while at the same time
maintaining an historic
building's essential
character. The mill building,
which now accommodates
several businesses, also
serves as the IYRS visitor's
center and library.
Preserving both the interior
and exterior of such a
prominent building while
also successfully
incorporating new and
: varied uses, will have
S significant positive impact
NRF Trustee David Gordon speaking at the on both the Lower Thames
awards neighborhood and the city at
large. The award recipients
were chosen by a committee comprised of representatives from the City, the
Newport Restoration Foundation (NRF), and individuals involved in
historic preservation at the local, state and national levels. Terry Nathan,
President of IYRS, accepted the award.

The recipients were publicly
acknowledged in early
September at Newport City
Hall. All proceeds from the
awards celebration benefit
the Doris Duke Fund for
Historic Preservation, which
distributes funds to local
organizations and groups.
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